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terment in the abbey, which is still much used for the
purpose.

The stile is one of the most frequented spots about
the town or neighbourhood ; for just withinside of it,
on the margin of the meadow, lies a well, occasion-
ally overflowing with clear and delicious water, whi-
ther the inhabitants come to draw as long as a drop
is to be had. During a great part of the year the
supply is ample ; and the reservoir, which is about six
fect deep, and long and broad enough for a bath, not
only remains full to the brim, but generally sends off
a little stream. But in the course of summer, the
water is sure to fail many times, to the greatinconve-
nience of the neighbouring habitations; for the defi-
ciency of water in the town is general; and so se-
verely felt, that the very puddle, at last, becomes an
object of contention.

Tine water was one of the essential requisites for
o monastic establishment; and it is possible, that the
existence of this very spring, in formex times, might,
in some measure, have led to the choice of the site of
the abbey. The full extent of the meadow lies, in-
deed, between the remains of the abbey and the well;
but from fragments of old masonry and carved stones,
which have from time to time been discovered, on the
line between the abbey and the rising ground of
the parish church, there is reason to believe that the
whole of the interval might have been covered either
with buildings belonging to this, or to other ecclesi-
astical institutions. The original abbey of Saint Co-
man might, perhaps, have stood here amongst the

number.
The building now known under the name of Ros-
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common Abbey, is not that which was founded b
St. Com'an ; but one of a much later period foe( d g
by Phelim Mac Cashel Crovdearg O’Conor’* kl'm 3
Connaught, about the year 1257, that is ab, ];]g 7
years before the castle of Roscommon ;x Oll)lt Ty
. .the English Lord Justice, Sir Robert De U?orsguz'by
: f}l]znry:e z:ierecclesiastical bu.ildings, the abbey o% whilc{;
g ,:: a;e .111ow standing, does not appear either
kL ;1 u} t wholly at the same period, or pur-
e cxc]uz;:,l ;)rm plan. The ruins in the meadow
o Zre ely to thf: great church; and though
i numerous Temains of old walls in the gardens
men:)ilocn :(;dii jt)e;?fr;igullg to the villas which have been
b al;bels }I‘ hcult tf) decide upon their connexion
b g § e entire length of the church; from
g ‘:’elst about 137 feet; its width twenty-
: Seems, ek sbzrn part, .m'easuring fifty-fonr feet,
K. l:hen zfn addition to the original build-
o Tt e.txa'nsept to the north. The pecu-
g - const.luctlon consists in this latter part
; g connecte'd with an aisle to the north 5
~?,](;ava;rcelirees; W].HISS no corresponding one ’appears to
k. commun{;leFe at the opposite side, The arches
\varyino. i mci: ion between the nave and the aisle
: k. i; il ourteen fect seven inches, to fiftcen fee;
- Plea;)i ;lgsg,ﬁ:;o:;z l:xll t(;,f the broad lancet kind,
; e ; they are four in nu s
;I:ﬁal;;ne;n%a;;l resting up.on two intermediate 0122;;1’
. t, 1 ¢ outer pair, on the pillars on one side
; at the other on corresponding pilasters in the,

by means

* Crovderg, in Iri
s ish, ¢ red handed.” K 3
from th ed,” an epithet given to t
4 ) the number of bloody battles which he had foufbl i



